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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 6, 7, 10-12, and 15-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,223,050 by Roberts, hereinafter Roberts, in view of U.S. 
Patent No. 6,577,559 by Fleury et al, hereinafter Fleury. 

Regarding claim 1, Roberts discloses a method for telephone communication between at 
least one portable object or remote timepiece (Figure 1, 152), which includes horological 
functions and a mobile telephone unit or mobile radiotelephone (see Abstract; col. 7, lines 2-8), 
and a dedicated server or mobile switching office (MSC) (Figure 1, 24) for the one-way 
transmission of horological function data signals, wherein it includes steps of: connecting the 
mobile telephone unit of the portable object to a cellular telephone network, the connection to 
said network allowing the geographical location of the portable object to be located (as shown in 
Figure 1; col. 5, line 24 - col. 6, line 12); establishing a telephone link between the server and 
the portable object (col. 6, lines 26-43); transmitting data signals between the server and the 
portable object for adjusting and/or updating the horological functions of the object; and 
correcting the horological functions of said object on the basis of the data signals which have 
been received and shaped (col. 5, line 41 - col. 6, line 25; col. 7, lines 29-54; col. 8, lines 12-23). 
Wherein, Roberts further discloses the MSC and mobile radiotelephone able to establish two- 
way transmission. Wherein, the MSC sends data messages via a forward control channel 
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(FOCC) to the mobile radiotelephone and the mobile radiotelephone sends data messages via a 
reverse control channel (RECC) to the MSC (col. 5, line 56 - col. 6, line 12). 

Roberts does not disclose a two-way transmission of horological function data signals. 

Fleury discloses a method for communication between at least one portable object or 
electronic watch, which includes horological functions, and a dedicated server or computer for a 
two-way transmission of horological function data signals between the server and the portable 
object, said method comprising the steps of; establishing a communication link between the 
server and the portable object; transmitting data signals between the server and the portable 
object for adjusting and/or updating the horological functions of the object; and correcting the 
horological functions of said object on the basis of the data signals which have been received and 
shaped (col. 3, lines 46-58; col. 8, line 50 - col. 9, line 3). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the method of Roberts to disclose two-way transmission of horological 
function data signals as taught by Fleury. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been lead to 
make such a modification to provide the capability of two-way transmission of data signals 
between the server and the portable object to adjust and/or update the horological functions of 
the object. 

Regarding claim 2, the method according to claim 1, wherein Roberts further discloses 
once the telephone link is established between the server and the portable object, the server 
transmits signals for adjusting the local time, Internet time and/or date indicated by the portable 
object (col. 8, lines 1-23), 
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Regarding claim 6, the method according to claim 1, wherein Roberts further discloses 
the portable object inherently includes means for dialing manually or automatically at 
programmed intervals of time, the telephone number of the dedicated server, which is inherently 
stored in storage means of the portable object, in order to establish the telephone link and in 
order to receive from the server the data signals for adjusting and/or updating its horological 
functions (col. 5, line 41 - col. 6, line 25; col 8, lines 12-23). Wherein, the transmission and 
reception of the time stamp may be periodic and the method includes two-way transmission 
between the MSC and the mobile radiotelephone. 

Regarding claim 7, the method according to claim 1, wherein Roberts further discloses 
the server stores several telephone numbers each corresponding to a specific portable object to 
establish at determined intervals of time telephone links with each portable object and to adjust 
and update individually the horological functions of each portable object (col. 6, lines 26-43; col. 
7, lines 29-54; col. 8, lines 12-23). 

Regarding claim 10, the method according to claim 1, wherein Roberts further discloses 
information message signals as to events or things happening, e.g. timestamp for daylight 
savings time, are transmitted from the server to the portable object as a function of the detected 
geographical location, e.g. time zone, of the portable object in the mobile telephone network, 
said messages inherently being displayed on a display device of the portable object (col. 8, line 
37 -col. 9, line 24). 

Regarding claim 1 1, the method according to claim 1, wherein Roberts further discloses 
time zone or display mode selection data signals are transmitted from the server to the portable 
object for updating a module for adjusting the time zones or a time display mode selection 
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module to choose whether to display the time in 12 h or 24 h mode (col. 8, line 24 - col. 9, line 
24). 

Regarding claim 12, the method according to claim 1, wherein Roberts further discloses 
message or information signals are transmitted from the server to the portable object, which 
includes a display device for reading the messages, in order to provide it with information as to 
the state of its horological functions on the basis of adjustments and/or updates made to said 
horological functions over time (col. 8, lines 37-53). 

Regarding claim 15, please see the rejections to claims 1 and 3 above. 

Regarding claim 16, the method according to claim 15, wherein please see the rejections 
to claims 3 and 4 above. 

Regarding claim 17, the method according to claim 15, wherein please see the rejection 
to claim 5 above. 

3. Claims 3-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Roberts in 
view of Fleury, as applied to claim 1 above, and in further view of U.S. Patent No. 6,704,570 by 
Yamamoto. 

Regarding claim 3, the method according to claim 2, wherein Roberts further discloses 
the portable object includes a microprocessor with a time-keeping circuit in which the time is 
indicated on a first display device, wherein the time of the first display is compared and 
corrected to an exact time provided by the server (col. 8, lines 37-45; see Fig. 4), and wherein a 
correction time difference between the time prior to correction and the exact time is calculated at 
the portable object. 
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Roberts in view of Fleury do not disclose the correction time difference is transmitted to 
the server. 

Yamamoto discloses the time of a method for telephone communication between at 
least one portable object or mobile station (Fig. 1, 1-5), which includes horological functions and 
a mobile telephone unit, and a dedicated server or (VMSC) (Fig. 1, 1-4) for the two-way 
transmission of horological function data signals, wherein it includes steps of: connecting the 
mobile telephone unit of the portable object to a cellular telephone network, the connection to 
said network allowing the geographical location of the portable object to be located; establishing 
a telephone link between the server and the portable object; transmitting data signals between the 
server and the portable object for adjusting and/or updating the horological functions of the 
object; and correcting the horological functions of said object on the basis of the data signals 
which have been received and shaped (col. 8, lines 40-59). Wherein Yamamoto further discloses 
a correction time difference between the time prior to correction and the exact time is calculated 
and transmitted to a server or GLR (Fig. 1, 1-3) (col. 5, lines 22-59; col. 8, lines 40-59). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the method of Roberts in view of Fleury to disclose the correction time 
difference is transmitted to a server as taught by Yamamoto. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have been lead to make such a modification since the remote timepiece can transmit a 
correction time difference between the time prior to correction and the exact time to a server in 
order for the correction time to be used for other calculations, such as speed correction factor. 

Regarding claim 4, the method according to claim 3, wherein Yamamoto further 
discloses the server stores all the correction time differences which it receives from the portable 
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object (via the dedicated server) during several telephone links spaced over time (col. 8, lines 44- 
51), and wherein the dedicated server transmits to the object, on the basis of the stored and 
evaluated time differences, data signals as to the state of its horological functions or adjustment 
data signals for updating the time base of the time-keeping circuit of the microprocessor (col. 8, 
lines 52-59). 

Regarding claim 5, the method according to claim 4, wherein Roberts further discloses 
the data signals as to the state of the horological functions transmitted by the server are messages 
which are displayed on the first display device or on a second display device during the 
telephone link to inform the person wearing the portable object as to the state of the horological 
functions of said object (col. 8, lines 37-53). 

4. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Roberts in view of 
Fleury, as applied to claim 1 above, and in further view of U.S. Patent No. 6,229,990 by Toshida. 

Regarding claim 8, the method according to claim 1, wherein Roberts in view of Fleury 
do not disclose during the established telephone link, data signals of a selected number of 
melodies are transmitted from the server to the portable object at the request of the person 
carrying the portable object to update a melody generating module of the object. 

Toshida discloses a radio apparatus that is capable of downloading music data, wherein a 
user calls a download site. Music information is transmitted from the download site and 
displayed on the display of the radio apparatus. The user selects the downloaded music and the 
downloading of the music data is started (see Abstract; col. 4, lines 18-30). The music that is 
downloaded is updated in the recorded medium (col. 6, lines 35-41). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
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was made to modify the method of Roberts in view of Fleury to disclose the portable object that 
includes transmission of melodies from the server to said object taught by Toshida in order for 
the user to update the melody. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been lead to make such 
a modification to request the service updating a melody generating module of said object, by 
downloading or transmitting melodies from the server to said object. 

5. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Roberts in view of 
Fleury, as applied to claim 1 above, and in further view of U.S. Patent No. 6,556,222 by 
Narayanaswami. 

Regarding claim 9, the method according to claim 1, wherein Roberts further discloses, 
during the established telephone link (col. 5, line 41 - col. 6, line 25), data signals for 
programming the daylight savings time are transmitted from the portable object to the server to 
require the server to call the portable object at a determined time interval (col. 8, line 54 - col. 9, 
line 24). 

Roberts in view of Fleury do not disclose programming an alarm. 

Narayanaswami discloses a wearable mobile computing device/appliance (e.g. a wrist 
watch) with a high resolution display that is capable of wirelessly accessing information from the 
network and a variety of other devices. A program to set an alarm located in the watch is used to 
program an alarm (see Abstract; col. 7, lines 36-57; col. 10, lines 7-11). Wherein 
Narayanaswami further discloses programming of an alarm time from the computing 
device/appliance to a world wide web server in order to allow a world wide web server to send 
an alarm message to the computing device/appliance at the programmed alarm time (col. 7, lines 
50-62). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the method of Roberts in view of Fleury to disclose the portable object that 
includes an alarm as taught by Narayanaswami in order for the user to be able to have an alarm 
set according to a specific time. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been lead to make 
such a modification to request the service of setting an alarm on the portable object, wherein the 
server will call the portable object at a determined time interval to set up the alarm, 
6. Claims 13 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Roberts 
in view of Fleury, as applied to claim 1 above, and in further view of U.S. Patent No. 5,960,366 
by Duwaer. 

Regarding claim 13, the method according to claim 1, wherein Roberts discloses the 
portable object is a remote timepiece that includes a mobile telephone that may be included 
within a computer or an appliance (col. 7, lines 2-8); which includes storage means in which the 
number of the dedicated server is stored, wherein said number of the dedicated server is 
automatically dialed at intervals of time programmed by the user of said watch (col. 5, line 41 - 
col. 6, line 25; col. 7, lines 29-54; col. 8, lines 12-23). Wherein, the transmission and reception 
of the time stamp may be periodic and the method includes two-way transmission between the 
MSC and the mobile radiotelephone. 

Roberts in view of Fleury do not disclose the portable object is a telephone-watch, in 
particular a wristwatch including a mobile telephone. 

Duwaer discloses a wristwatch wireless telephone that comprises two-way wireless 
telephone circuitry and provides multimedia operation (see Figure 2; col. 1, line 43 - col. 3, line 
4). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the method of Roberts in view of Fleury to disclose the portable object as a 
wristwatch wireless telephone as taught by Duwaer to include telephone communication between 
the watch and the mobile telephone. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been lead to 
make such a modification since the portable object that is a mobile device can be included in a 
wristwatch. 

Regarding claim 14, Roberts discloses a portable object, in particular a portable 
telephone-object, for implementing the method according to claim 1, wherein said object 
including a microprocessor with a time-keeping circuit (col. 8, lines 37-53), a mobile telephone 
unit, means for dialing a telephone number (see Abstract; col. 7, lines 2-8), and at least one 
display device for the time, date and/or messages (col. 8, lines 37-53), wherein it inherently 
includes storage means in which a call number of a dedicated server providing horological 
function data signals is stored, and wherein the call number stored in the storage means is able to 
be dialed automatically in the mobile telephone unit at programmed time intervals to establish a 
telephone link with said server in order to receive signals for adjusting and/or updating the 
horological functions of said object (col. 5, line 41 - col. 6, line 25; col. 7, lines 29-54; col. 8, 
lines 12-23). 

Roberts in view of Fleury do not disclose the portable object is a telephone-watch, in 
particular a wristwatch including a mobile telephone. 

Duwaer discloses a wristwatch wireless telephone that comprises two-way wireless 
telephone circuitry and provides multimedia operation (see Figure 2; col. 1, line 43 - col. 3, line 



Application/Control Number: 09/93 1 ,067 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2645 

4). Said telephone includes a microphone and an earpiece connected to said mobile telephone 
unit (col. 3, line 56 - col. 4, line 4). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the method of Roberts in view of Fleury to disclose the portable object as a 
wristwatch wireless telephone as taught by Duwaer to include telephone communication between 
the watch and the mobile telephone. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been lead to 
make such a modification since the portable object that is a mobile device can be included in a 
wristwatch. 

7. Claims 18 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Roberts 
in view of Fleury, as applied to claims 1 and 15 above, respectively in further view of Duwaer 
and in further view of U.S. Patent No. 5,375,018 by Klausner et al, hereinafter Klausner. 

Regarding claim 18, please see the rejection to claim 2 and 14 above, wherein Roberts 
further discloses the server transmits signals for adjusting the local time, Internet time and/or 
date indicated by the portable object (col. 8, lines 1-23). 

Roberts in view of Fleury in further view of Duwaer do not disclose correcting pulse 
frequency. 

Klausner discloses a method for communication between at 
least one portable object or remote timepiece (wristwatch) (Figure 1), which includes horological 
functions (Figure 2), and a radio station for the transmission of horological function data signals, 
wherein it includes steps of: connecting the portable object to a radio network, the connection to 
said network allowing the geographical location of the portable object to be located (col. 2, line 
26 - col. 3, line 31; col. 7, lines 52-68; col. 9, lines 47-50); establishing a radio link between the 
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radio station and the portable object (col. 2, line 26 - col. 3, line 3 1); transmitting data signals 
between the radio station and the portable object for adjusting and/or updating the horological 
functions of the object; and correcting the horological functions of said object on the basis of the 
data signals which have been received and shaped (col. 4, line 27 - col. 5, line 2). Wherein 
Klausner further discloses the wristwatch has the frequency of the voltage pulses sent to a 
stepping micro-motor to drive time indicating hands forward of the wristwatch, so that the 
wristwatch compares the pulse frequency and an exact frequency in order for the updating data 
to correct said pulse frequency (col 6, line 55 - col. 7, 17). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the portable telephone watch of Roberts in view of Fleury in 
further view of Duwaer to disclose correcting pulse frequency as taught by Klausner. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would have been lead to make such a modification in order for the server 
to perform the function of correcting the pulse frequency in a system where the server transmits 
signals for adjusting time on the portable object. 

Regarding claim 19, the method according to claim 15 above, wherein please see the 
rejection to claim 18 above. 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments, see Amendment, filed 6-10-2005, with respect to the 
rejection(s)of claim(s) 1-19 have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the 
rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of 
rejection is made. Please see all rejections above. 

9. Accordingly this action is NON-FINAL. 
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Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: 

• U.S. Patent No. 5,920,824 by Beatty et al disclose computing the local time and date of a 
mobile computer when a user has traveled to a time zone different from his or her home 
time zone 

1 1 . Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Or faxed to: 

(571) 273-8300 (for formal communications intended for entry) 

Or call: 

(571) 272-2600 (for customer service assistance) 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lisa Hashem whose telephone number is (571) 272-7542. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fan Tsang can be reached on (571) 272-7547. Any inquiry of a general nature or 
relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be directed to the Group 
receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-2600. 
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13. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-2 1 7-9 1 97 (toll-free). 
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